BASIC COURSE

The Basic Course encourages participants to recognize and use their spiritual gifts for work in the Church in order to use them as God fully intended.  Participants are invited to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in discipleship.  It offers guidelines for best practices as a church leader and outlines a number of ministries in which lay speakers may assume roles.  Participants must have their pastor’s permission to enroll in the Basic Lay Speaking Class.

The leader for this course will be Mrs. Taressa Thompson.  Taressa is a certified lay speaker and is currently serving as the District Children & Youth Coordinator.  She has been very involved at the district level and the conference level for many years.  She is the wife of Rev. Ralph Thompson, pastor at Keeney Memorial UMC.
ADVANCED COURSE

Lay Speakers Create Disciple-Making Faith Communities
Lay speakers will learn about discipleship systems and how the theory of displacement impacts their congregations.  They will consider the realities of call and leadership, 21st Century structures for ministry and new opportunities.
The leader for this course will be Rev. Ralph Thompson.  Ralph is a local pastor in the LaGrange District, currently serving the Keeney Memorial UMC.  He is attending Candler School of Theology, working towards his MDiv Degree.  Ralph has been active on several district committees.
REFRESHER COURSE

Concepts in Leadership II
The Refresher Course is for those local church lay speakers who have not had a lay speaking course in three years and need to be re-certified.  This class is designed to prepare church leaders to focus on their roles as spiritual leaders and to function as role models or examples for others in the congregations.  Books used in the class include “What Every Leaders Needs to Know:  About Mission and Vision” and “What Every Leader Needs to Know:  About Spiritual Leadership”
Mrs. Sybrenna Thornton will teach this class.  Sybrenna is the District Lay Speaking Director and active in the Rust Chapel UMC, where her husband, Lonnie, serves as pastor.  She serves on various district committees.
 Lay Speaking

Ministry

Lay speakers are professing church members who are well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization and life of the United Methodist Church, eager to enhance their spiritual gifts and develop new skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through communicating, leading and caring ministries.  They volunteer their time for service in the church as well as becoming more confident in speaking out about their faith.

The main emphasis of the Lay Speaking Ministries is to provide training to help lay speakers become more effective in ministry; in addition, to provide opportunities for sharing ideas and creating fellowship within the Christian community.

There are 2 types of lay speakers – local church lay speakers and certified lay speakers.  Local church lay speakers have taken the Basic Course with their pastor’s approval, received Charge Conference approval, and completed the Lay Speaker Annual Report Form.  The certified lay speaker must meet all of these requirements and also complete an advanced lay speaking class.  To maintain continuous status as a certified lay speaker, a new advanced course must be taken every three years.  For local church lay speakers, you must re-take the Basic Course, or a Refresher course, every three years.  

Attendance is important!  You must attend all class sessions and complete all assignments to get credit for the course.

Registration Deadline is August 10.  There will be no late registration or registration at the door!  No refunds can be issued after the registration deadline has passed.  
            Lay Speaking Ministries

Registration Form
(Registration deadline is August 10)

Name_______________________________

Address_____________________________

City________________________________

State___________Zip Code_____________

Phone_______________________________

Email_______________________________

Church______________________________

Pastor’s Signature_____________________

(Required for Basic class only)
Please indicate the one class you are registering for:

___Basic Class

___Advanced, Lay Speakers Create Disciple-Making Faith Communities
Cost for Basic or Advanced class is $40 and includes all course materials and refreshments.

___Refresher Class, 8/27, $20 registration

Make checks payable to the LaGrange District and mail to:

200 Church Street

LaGrange, GA 30240
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Courses

Saturdays, August 20, 27
September 10 & 17

9:00am-12:00 noon
Refresher Course

Saturday, August 27

9:00am – 2:00pm

Clark Chapel UMC
60 E. Oak St.
Luthersville
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